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The Day of Pentecost marked a turning point in the early Christian church. Pentecost, a Jewish feast, was

celebrated 50 days after Passover, and pilgrims had come to Jerusalem from all over the world to cele-
brate the event.
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The 12 disciples were gathered together in a house when a terrific wind came from heaven and filled the
place. They saw tongues that looked like fire, that separated and came down on each of them.

Immediately the disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit, who caused them to speak in different lan-
guages. The crowds of visitors were astonished because they each heard the disciples speaking to him or
her in their own foreign language! Some people sid they must be drunk.

Peter stood and addressed them, saying they were not drunk. It was only nine o'clock in the morning.

Then, empowered by the Holy Spirit, Peter preached boldly to them, explaining about Jesus Christ and
God's plan of salvation.

The crowd was so moved when Peter told them of their part in Jesus' crucifixion that they asked the disci-
ples, "Brothers, what shall we do?” (Acts 2:37, NIV).

The right response, Peter told them, was to repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of their sins. He promised that they would receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

They took the gospel message to heart. About 3,000 people were baptized and added to the fledgling
Christian church on that Day of Pentecost.
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